
Save the Orcas 
 
There is a new baby swimming in the waters off the San Juan Islands:  J-46 is the most recent 
offspring to be born into the J-Pod, one of three Orca whale families that make their home in the 
Puget Sound. This is great news not only for conservationists and those of us that work on behalf 
of whale conservation but also for the entire community at large.  
 
Historically, the Puget Sound has been home to some of the densest populations of Orca whales 
on the planet. In the early 1960’s, there were as many as 300 Orcas hunting and living in the 
water mass that extends from the south sound up through the Gulf Islands and the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca. Unfortunately, Orca populations began to dwindle significantly in the late 60’s and early 
70’s when whales were being routinely captured, removed and forced to live in the unnatural 
environs of theme parks and other situations where marine animals are used for entertainment 
purposes. By the early 70’s the Orca population in the Puget Sound had declined significantly. 
Fortunately, Washington state responded by passing legislation making it illegal to capture 
whales in the Puget Sound. This protection was given even more muscle when the federal 
government passed the Marine Mammal Protection Act in 1972. The MMPA “prohibits taking 
any marine animal from U.S. waters.”  After the passage of these laws, the Puget Sound saw a 
slow increase in the number of Orcas returning to the area. In the 1990’s, the Orca population had 
grown to around 97. Unfortunately, the numbers began to decrease again and by 2001, had sadly 
dwindled back down to 79. This is largely due to pollution and other threats to their habitat. 
Today, there are three Orca pods swimming in the waters of Puget Sound, and the addition of 
baby J-46 brings the total number of whales up to 87. Orca whales are presently classified as a 
“threatened” species. In order to be removed from that list, the number of whales in the Puget 
Sounds must increase to 155. Clearly, the future of Orcas remains precarious today. 
 
Orcas are perhaps one of the most enduring symbols of the Northwest. However, they are more 
than mere icons. They are also representative of the overall environmental health of the region, 
“canaries in a coal mine,” if you will. In order to survive and thrive, Orcas need clean waters to 
swim and hunt in and a healthy salmon population to feed on. All of these factors hang in a 
delicate, interdependent balance with one another. All species of animals living in the Northwest-
both marine and land animals alike-face daily threats to their well-being. Pollution, toxic runoff 
and diminishing natural resources create an increasingly inhospitable environment for survival. 
Imagine baby J-46 swimming through the sludge of medical waste. This is simply unacceptable 
and is an affront to the fundamental sensibility of most of us living here in the Northwest. 
 
The good news is that you can help. You have the power to alter the course of the situation, to 
improve the living conditions for the Orca population and to secure the stability and survival for 
all species in the region. By donating to organizations such as Save the Orcas, you support the 
ongoing and daily work of people committed to protecting the creatures that are so important to 
our eco-system. Because of the current economic climate today, fiscal support has dropped off 
significantly, making our efforts all the more difficult. The recession, although quite challenging, 
is temporary. What we do or don’t do today on behalf of these wonderful creatures will have 
ramifications that are far- reaching and could potentially be felt for decades.  Your support is vital 
now. Help us help baby J-46. 
 
 
 


