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 KATY BOURNE-SHORT BIO

  After a few years of belting it out in various and sundry blues bands, I got a yen to take a shot at singing jazz. My band had died a particularly ugly death, and I needed a productive way to lick my musical wounds. I started studying with the great jazz vocalist Greta Matassa, and the minute I set foot on her stoop, my world changed forever. For me, jazz has been a grand adventure. Switching from blues to jazz was a little like going from playing ice hockey to figure skating. It was a lot of hard work. Refinement didn’t come easy for a basic goober like me. Yet along the way, I discovered true joy and authentic bliss. Singing jazz became a kind of heaven for me. The synergy is the thing; when a tune is really cooking, there is a buzz between the players and the crowd that can be incredibly powerful and euphoric. Jazz also naturally lends itself to a broad range of emotional expression. Be it through sweet ballads or mad scat solos, we tell our stories and share our humanity. To me, jazz is everything. It’s unpredictable. It’s amazing. It’s ethereal. And the best way for me to approach it is with a sense of wonder and a playful spirit. Every day, jazz is teaching me something.
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