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KATY BOURNE-LONG BIO
 Vocalist, Katy Bourne, is no stranger to the stage. As a kid growing up in Oklahoma, she played the saxophone in the school band, competed in high school speech tournaments and performed in many school and community theatrical productions. She attended the University of Oklahoma and later, the University of Iowa, where she graduated with a BA in English. Although her focus was predominately writing, she took many courses in acting, playwriting and other theater arts. Upon graduation from college, she moved to Albuquerque, NM where she was a founding member of the Phantasmagoria Improvisational Theater. In the late 80’s, Bourne followed the company to Seattle, WA, where it became the King’s Elephant Theater. While working with these companies, she honed her skills in improvisation, character development, movement and script writing. Bourne performed with the King’s Elephant for several years. The company produced original shows, and Bourne was a strong contributor, performing often in offbeat, character roles.

 After personal tragedy struck in 1992, Bourne took a lengthy hiatus from the stage. Years later, at the urging of a musician friend, she returned to performing, this time as lead vocalist for Seattle area blues bands The Bad Companions and Casalini’s Mob. Soon after, she began studying with Seattle jazz vocalist, Greta Matassa. Matassa introduced her to the world of vocal jazz, and when she sang her first jazz tune, she knew she’d hit her mark:

 “I had listened to jazz for years, but it was singing jazz that threw me over the moon. Although the standards were written decades ago, the feel of the songs still resonates deeply today. When a tune is really cooking, there is a synergy between the players that is euphoric and profound. If I can be a part of that for just one second, that’s as close to heaven as it gets for me.”

 Today, Bourne sings at nightspots, festivals and private events throughout the Northwest. She has appeared at the Bite of Seattle, the Anacortes Jazz Walk and the Edmonds Arts Festival to name a few. In 2007 and 2010, she was a finalist in the Seattle-Kobe Jazz Vocalist Competition, which was held at Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley. Her new CD “As the Fates Decide,” was released in the fall of 2010. Katy feels blessed to work with some of Seattle’s A-list jazz musicians, including Randy Halberstadt, Bill Anschell, Darin Clendenin, Clipper Anderson, Doug Miller and Steve Korn. In addition to continued studies with Matassa, Bourne is the enthusiastic piano student of Seattle jazz pianist Darin Clendenin. She is the mother of three, a freelance writer and a regular contributor to the regional publication of All About Jazz. She also writes a blog The Jazz Hang for SeattleJazzscene.com.
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